CHAPTER TEN
SIVAJI
The Hindus in India built up and lost their
empires a great many times, and in the history
of India we find many Hindu emperors. Shri
Ram Chandra was one of these, and so was
Yudhishtou Chandra Gupta established a mighty
empire which was extended by Asoka. The
Guptas founded an empire which was ruled over
by Samudargupta, Vikrarnaditya, and Harsha.
The empire of Vijayanagar in the south which
lasted for about thi^ee hundred years was a flourish-
ing empire. A Hindu empire was founded in
Maharashtra t>y SivajL This, too, like the other
Hindu empires did not last long. It is, however,
interesting to know something about the builder
of this empire*
Sivaji came of a Maratha family named the
BbQOsla$. For a long time it remained obscure,
but it came into prominence during the time of
Haloji and YithojL They owed their good for-
tune mainly to their valour, for they acquired such
high reputation as soldiers that they were always
In demand by tfee kings of the Deccan. It was on
account of this that Maloji was able to make a